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Principals’ Message  
A new year, a new decade, and so much to 
celebrate!  We praise all the learning that has 
taken place both in school and at home.  We 
honor our students’ talents as was showcased 
at the Winter concert.  As we begin a new year, 
not only do we celebrate all that we have done, 
but we must also reflect on how we can carry 
this momentum forward into the coming year.  
 
Your active participation and partnership is 
critical.  Asking your child questions about their 
math, reading and writing goals for this year is a 
great way for them to see that you are just as 
committed to their learning now as you were in 
September.  Never hesitate to reach out to their 
teachers with questions about the units of 
study and ways you can support your child.  
 
The partnership we have forged will continue to 
pay dividends.  In the coming months, we have 
so much to look forward to and so much more 
to celebrate.  We look forward to continuing 
our work together this new year! 
 
     Sincerely, 
                  Mary Lou Ruggiero 
                      Max Echevarria 

 

Newsletters 
Enjoy reading about all the events 
happening in our school! 

Kindergarten Newsletter 1st Grade Newsletter 

2nd Grade Newsletter 3rd Grade Newsletter 

4th Grade Newsletter Bowers Power Writer 

STEM Spotlight District Newsletter 

 

 

January Calendar of Events 
 

  
  

 

 
  

 
  

1 
  

New Year’s Day  
No School  

 

2 
  A 

 
  

3 
 B  

School Spirit  

Day - Wear 

Bowers Blue! 

6 
  Three Kings’ 

Day  
No School  

 

7 
 C 

 

8 
  A 
Gr. 4 Parent Picnic 
Planning  Meeting 

6:30 pm 

9 
   B 
 

 

10 
C 

PTA Movie Night 

6:30 pm 

13 
  A 

14 

  B 
MLK Townwide 

Celebration 
6:00, MHS 

      15 

  C 
PTA Meeting 

6:30 - 7:30 

16 

 A 

17 

 B 

20 
Martin Luther 

King Jr. Day  

No School 
 

21 

  C 
  

22 
  A 

Gr. 3 Family 
Enrichment Night 

5:30  

23 
 B  

  

24 
  C 

 

27 
 A 

 

28 
 B PTA Dine Out 

DQ - 6-8:00pm 
 

29
 C 

30 
 A 

31 
 B 

 

Lost and Found 
If you have noticed that your child has come home without 
their winter coat, gloves, hat or other items, please remind 
them to take a look in our lost and found.  It is located in the 
hallway outside the cafeteria. 

 6 

Inclement Weather Plans 
We want to remind all our families to have a plan in place in the 
event of an early dismissal due to inclement weather.  
Dismissal and Delay Schedules… 
New dismissal and delay schedules have been added this year. 
See the FYI section of the Bugle for more details.  
Winter Weather Gear… 
Also, please note that, weather permitting, we go outside for 
recess each day.  Please make sure that your child has 
appropriate winter weather gear ie. hats, jackets, boots, gloves. 
Winter Safety Tips 
Check out some Winter Safety tips from Mrs. Galper, to keep 
your children safe and warm 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ygidfGCWLsvLpJk1Fap3bS3Rd29UwWob/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hO7QGyBqlVVuUmWA2aev3oDrU9b52-ifh9dUAYkMtd0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10yLxDYeiZbxVPDA5P5Lpt3LcmXCfi4z-2qIgbd-NU4I/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Xy3lUuddAtz4VVHzctkUjXKjyBKogaavkhR4941gWSA/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cJXpQPig8k-YYM0K3v5jv2iLuZth0JyK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzt5fWc9aPVIVDFvSjJudlEwZmdEdmpPRl9oZmMtb2Q2T2c0/view?usp=sharing
https://ct50000127.schoolwires.net/cms/lib/CT50000127/Centricity/domain/4/newsletters/mps%20this%20week/2020/MPS%20Jan.%207-10.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D2EdfGD98wPf-R-2Uuqo2TzMV_qjePtAvj0w7szNRoY/edit?usp=sharing


  

 
Bowers Bulldog News 

Hartford Stage Visit 
During the month of December, our third grade students participated in Reading Theater Workshops sponsored by 
the Hartford Stage. Students practiced storytelling techniques including tableaus.  These tableaus show scenes 
presented on a stage.  Check out some of our third grade artists below.  

 

 
Winter Fun 

 
With snow pants, gloves, and boots at the ready, our fourth grade students have enjoyed their daily recess break 
this Winter.  As their final year at Bowers enters the second half, it is clear to see the close bonds of friendship that 
have been established at our school.  We love seeing the sheer joy on our students’ faces.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Winter Concert 
Miss Peck and Ms. Fuller promised an extraordinary Winter concert and our students certainly delivered.  It is no 
wonder so many of our amazing families were present to witness their children’s performance.  We are certain 
many of you left Bowers this day beaming with pride at the songs and dances performed by your children.  We 
want to extend a huge Bowers thank you to our families for attending and to our students and music teachers for 
showcasing all their talents on this day. 

 
 

 
 



 

Unified Arts Update 

Physical Education 

Happenings: 

Students had a great 

time trying Cardio 

Drumming this past 

month.  We were lucky 

to get the equipment 

from a Donors Choose 

project.  Thank you to everyone who contributed.  

 

Students worked on 

keeping different 

count beats and 

some classes even 

made their own 

Cardio Drumming 

routines!  We are 

excited for the 

upcoming New Year and the fitness it holds. 

 

~Miss Suitor, Miss Palmisano, and Mr. Longo 

 
Art: 

Hello Bowers Families! 

For centuries artists have 

been inspired by nature. 

This month many of our 

young artists are creating 

bright and imaginative 

winter scenes depicting a 

variety of settings and 

animals. Hope you enjoy! 

 ~Mr. Vernali 

 
 

Music: 

Hello Parents and Families, 

As we all return to our regular routines at school and work, 

I want to extend a huge thanks to everyone who attended 

our Winter Concert at 

the end of December. 

All of our students put 

so much time and 

effort into preparing 

for the event, and I 

was so glad they had 

the opportunity to 

perform for a large 

audience.  
 
Now that school has started back up again, all grades will 

be learning new songs, dances, and activities. Kindergarten 

and 1st graders will begin to travel to “Arioso-land,” where 

they create their own melodies and sing instead of using a 

speaking voice. 2nd and 3rd graders will continue to begin 

to read rhythms in their respective literacy units and 4th 

graders will begin 

learning how to 

play the recorder!  

 

As always, feel 

free to email me 

with any 

questions at  
apeck@mpspride.org. 
Sincerely, 
~Ms.  Peck 

 

Golden Awards 

Congratulations to the Golden Award winners for the month of December! Great job demonstrating our school 

wide expectations including being engaged learners and being safe and respectful in both our words and actions! 

Golden Book Awards -  Ms. Litrico and Mrs. Garre                  Golden Recorder - Mrs. Then and Mrs. Estrella 

Golden Volleyball Award - Mrs. Cleary and Mrs. Sabatelli      Golden Cylinder (K-2) - Mrs. Tryon’s 

Golden Paintbrush - Mrs. Cleary and Mrs. Estrella                   Golden Cylinder (3-4) -  Mrs. Estrella 

mailto:apeck@mpspride.org


 
 

Media Monthly News 
 

The Nutmeg Book Award encourages children in grades 2-12 to read quality literature and 
to choose their favorite from a list of ten (or 15) nominated titles. Students read the books 
and in the spring they can vote on their favorite title. The book that wins get the Nutmeg 
Award for that year.  The list of Nutmeg Nominees for grades 2-3: 
https://www.nutmegaward.org/elementary-2-3   The 4th - 6th grades have their own 
Nutmeg Nominee list: https://www.nutmegaward.org/intermediate-4-6  

 
In  library we will read some of the titles and students can choose to vote for their favorite 

in the spring. Mary Cheney and Whiton Libraries also have copies of the nominees. 
 
In grade 2 we’ve read one of the Nominees: 
 
If Sharks Disappeared by Lily Williams has interesting vocabulary (with a glossary to 
define words like pinniped and apex predator), is full of shark facts (there are over 400 
species of sharks) and has the message that we have to take care of our oceans and 
make sure they are healthy for the health of the planet. 
 
If students would like to do research on sharks they can use PebbleGo from home.  
Start at this page:  https://www.mpspride.org/Page/352  
Find the icon for PebbleGo and click on it. 
Username: Bowers  Password: read 
 
World Read Aloud Day is celebrated in over 173 countries, and it’s a day to celebrate the power of reading aloud. 
On February 5th, try to plan some time during the day to read aloud!In K-2 we’ve been reading about animals and 
animal characteristics and looking at the Table of Contents and the labels on illustrations.  Two of our favorite 

nonfiction titles are: What if You Had Animal Eyes  and Earth!: My First 4.54 Billion Years.  Our 3rd and 4th graders 
are coding this month using code.org. 
 

 
Family Resource Center (FRC) Update 

 
We have been very busy in the FRC. The Ambassadors have been working hard and planning for different projects 
and events. We will be holding a pet food drive this month to benefit Manchester Animal Control and will be 
brainstorming ideas for another service learning project in a few months. Please be on the lookout for flyers soon. 
The Ambassadors are also getting ready to start mentoring some of our younger students. They will be paired with 
Kindergarten and 1st grade students to assist with reading and math.  
Kindergarten through 2rd grade students learned all about different holidays during Lunch Bunch such as 
Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, and Christmas to name a few.  
Due to Seasonal Sharing, Girl Power was off for a few weeks, but we resume again this week! 
 

FRC Book Giveaway Winners for April: 
K- Rowan Nowak           1st- Kenny Tran 

         2nd- Robbie Summers   3rd- Gabriella Floran 

4th- Patlice Boahen 
 
Mrs. Tuohey will stop by your classrooms so you can choose a book. 

 

https://www.nutmegaward.org/elementary-2-3
https://www.nutmegaward.org/intermediate-4-6
https://www.mpspride.org/Page/352


 
 

FYI 
 

Lunch Time Teachers Needed 
Lunch Time Teachers needed to monitor students during their lunch waves.  If interested in this part-time position 
which affords you the opportunity to get to know your child’s school from the inside, please call the school office at 
860-647-3313. Thanks! 

 
Inclement Weather Schedules 

Emergency Dismissal Delayed Opening 2 hour Delay Delayed Opening 3 hour Delay 

Start: 9:10 End: 11:40 Start: 11:10 End: 3:40 Start: 12:10 End: 3:40 

 

 

Start and End Times Regular Schedule Days 
Start: 9:10  End: 3:40 

Start and End Times Early Dismissal Days 
Start: 9:10  End: 12:40 

 
 

Transportation 
Do you have questions about transportation?  Check out the District Transportation Handbook here. 

 
 

Early Pickups and Late Arrivals 
● When picking up your child early for an appointment or other event, please send a note to the main office. 
● On the note please indicate the time and purpose for pick-up.  We will then communicate this information 

to the teacher. Please note that all pick ups must be communicated to the office prior to 3:00 pm. 
● Prior to departing, please do not forget to sign your child out. 
● When students are being brought to school after the 9:10 start time, please be sure to bring your child to 

the main office and sign them in.  

 
 

SAFETY and SECURITY at BOWERS 
● All visitors must enter through the main entrance on Princeton.  
● When picking your child up in the office, please note that ID is required. 
● Visitors, including family members, will only be able to eat lunch with children during our Family Resource 

Center Lunch Bunch Programs. 
● When buzzed into the office or MELC program, please do not let others enter with you. Kindly let them 

know that our security procedures dictate that each person wishing to enter must ring the doorbell and 
given entry by either office staff or MELC staff. Thanks for your cooperation! 

 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/18kIDVo0jZdu0Eovs5pzMRUg6OSTSUlxPfw1RjaXzcFk/edit?usp=sharing


 
SAFETY AT BOWERS SCHOOL 

During Arrival and Dismissal Times  
 

● Please see the map below which designates areas where student drop off is allowed. There is no parking or 
standing on Princeton Street in front of the school between Henry and Harvard. If you want to see your 
child enter the school building, please park your car and walk your child to the entrance door. 

● The first bell rings at 9:00 and this is when walkers/dropped-off students may enter the building. While we make 
every effort to have a staff member by the arrival doors by 8:50 am, this is not always possible. Please do not 
drop off students early. 

● All students and family members who cross Henry Street should do so at the corner with the crossing guard or at 
the cross walk by the entrance to the bus loop. 

 
Thanks for your cooperation! 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



The PTA Pipeline 

 

 

Bowers Families, 

Happy New Year! We hope everyone enjoyed time with friends and family over break. With 

snow days and winter break- December passed by quickly.  The PTA held Holiday Shop and 

Polar Express movie night in December.  Both were well attended- thank you to everyone 

who was able to attend or volunteer for these events.  We have many things to talk about for 

the new year.  

A third grade family fun night in being planned for January 22nd - made possible by our fantastic 3rd grade teaching 

team.  

We would love to reach our goal of 110 members in January.  We currently have 87 members- we are very close.  If you 

are thinking about joining, know that even just your membership makes a difference.  Please see the attached form ($7 

one membership-1 adult/ $12 family membership- 2 adults)- staff membership is always $5.50.  

Plans for the end of year picnic the 4th grade class will go on are in the works with lots of help from our 4th grade 

teaching team.  We would love to have help from our 4th grade families organizing and raising funds for this tradition. 

Even the smallest amount of help makes a difference- just spreading the word about some of our fundraisers can be all 

we need to make them successful.  If you have a 4th grade student at Bowers and are able- please join us for a 

planning/ informational meeting on January 8th at 6:30 in the Library.  

Important Dates  

January 8th (6:30 in the library) - 4th grade picnic planning night.  

January 10th (6:30 in the cafe)- Movie Night - Showing Lego Movie 2- join us for a free movie and craft- 

concessions available for $1 each.  

January 15th- PTA meeting (6:30 in the Library). 

January 22nd (5:30)- 3rd grade Family Fun Night. 

Everyone is welcome at meetings-We want to hear from you! 

Stacey, Kristy, Sarah, Nina, Chrissy and Deanna 

Bowers PTA  

BowersSchoolPTA@gmail.com 

 

Like us on Facebook to stay connected! 
 
 

 
 

mailto:BowersSchoolPTA@gmail.com


 
 



 

 


